
What a blessed summer and fall we 
have had at Church of the Good  
Shepherd! The town has been full of 
visitors and the July and August pace 
was as vigorous as ever. Events at Good 
Shepherd included 
 Summer ministry of the Rev. John 

Rogers – with us almost every  
      Sunday from the middle of June 

through September 1 
 A Sunday visit from the Rt. Rev.  
       Thomas Brown, tenth Bishop of 
       Maine, who was just consecrated             

on June 22 
 The annual July 3 Chicken BBQ 
 Cello music on June 30 by Scot 

Williams, member of the Knoxville 
Symphony and parishioner at 
Knoxville’s Church of the Ascension 

 Hard work and a busy time at the 
Thrift Shoppe 

 Soup and Study every Wednesday 
night in the Undercroft 

 ECW and Daughters of the King 
 July 4 Stars and Stripes Concert – 

including music by Sigmund  
      Romberg remembering the famous 

composer’s exciting concert at 
Good Shepherd in the summer of 
1949. 

 Summer annual meeting of the 
congregation 

 A visit from the Rangeley Handbell 
Choir on August 18 

 Morning Prayer and Healing Litany 
every Wednesday at 9:30 am 

 Great singing in church by our 
faithful choir and congregation 

 Continued hard work on the Rector 
Search by the Good Shepherd’s  

      Discernment Committee 
 
 
 
 

 
September and October brought some 
of the best weather of the year and 
new opportunities 
 Sunday afternoon “Share a Story” 
 Grief and Bereavement Group 

from 6:00-7:30 in the Undercroft 
beginning on September 16 and 
continuing on the first and third 
Mondays of each month 

 Guest clergy are scheduled for 
most of the Sundays between now 
and Christmas. 

 Deacon Ben Wetherill returned 
from his work in Arizona and is 
with us again for Sunday services 

 The 200th Convention of the  
      Diocese of Maine was held in  
      Portland, and Bishop Thomas 

Brown was seated in his cathedra 
or teaching chair in St. Luke’s  

      Cathedral. 
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Our Leadership 
 
 

Parish Office Hours:  

Monday - Friday 4:15-6:15pm 

 

207-864-3381 

 

Deacon:  

Rev. Benjamin Wetherill 

 
Director of Music Ministries 

Robert Ludwig 

 

Sr. Warden:  

Barry Libby 

 

Jr. Warden:  

Russell House 

 

Treasurer: 

Barbara Burgess 

 

Asst. Treasurer:  

Sheila Waldeck 
 

Bookkeeper: Tracie Clinch  

 

Clerk of the Vestry: 

Ethna L. Thompson 

 

Parish Adm. Asst.:  

Ethna L. Thompson 

 

The Vestry: 

Rick Clark 

Rudy Davis 

Joanne Dunlap 

Caroline Fazekas 

Rufus Griscom 

George Harperink 

Heidi Ross 

Brittany Wetherill 

Affirming Statement of  
The Church of the Good Shepherd 

 
As a Christian community welcoming all 

people,  
The Church of the Good Shepherd 

Rangeley,  
believes that we are all children of God 

and loved just as we are. 
 

Jesus asks us to love our neighbor as 
ourselves and that kindness includes non-

violent speech as well as welcoming 
those who are different from us who want 

to work for a better life. 
 

We value caring for mother Earth in a  
sustainable way knowing such beauty 

here in Maine. 
 

Let us come together across all religions 
and political views and not be afraid to 

be all that God wants us to be. 



 
 
 

Hello to our Church Family 

 We have had a good year. The finances are stable, our endowment account is doing well. Some of our parish 

members have passed away, but our Sunday members are staying about the same. 

 I want to at this time give a big thank you to the ECW and thrift shop ladies for all their work and efforts. 

They, above all they do, paid the entire pre-buy for oil for the Church and Rectory. Plus gave a large amount to the 

“Raise the Roof” fund. “Well done ladies.” 

 Our annual Seniors’ Thanksgiving dinner is on November 24th. I hope all will come and enjoy a turkey  

dinner, but also the fellowship of all the people who come to eat and the cooks and servers. 

 The search committee is interviewing at this point and at present have two candidates. We will have visiting 

supply  clergy through December. Many thanks to Joan Dunlap and Ethna for all the coverage. This is a time  

consuming process. 

 I also want to thank Russell House for all the work he does to keep the buildings in fine shape, I appreciate 

his talent and the time it takes. 

 I also want to thank the food pantry board for all the time and often unpraised mission that are helping the 

people in need, this includes the Thanksgiving baskets that will be going out on the 25th of November. The  

Reverend Scott Wilson and I chair this year round board. 

 In closing, the Christmas season is coming soon. Let us remember the less fortunate, and keep them in our 

hearts and prayers. Please remember all who can’t attend services that communion can be brought to your home. I 

hope the season to come will find you all well and the peace and joy  that friends and family can bring will fill your 

hearts. May God’s love keep us together in our church family. 

          God Bless,  

          Barry 

 
 

Page 2 SHEARINGS  

From the Senior Warden 

The “Raise the Roof” campaign has received over $11,000.  
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

Work on the roof at the rectory has begun.  
We still have more questions than answers for the steeple but one 

step at a time.  
The very well used carpet in the rectory will be the next task. 

A pledge campaign kicked off October 20th.  
We will be sending materials to those who have gone to warmer 

locations for the winter.  
An explanation and return card and envelope will be included. 
We are trying something new this year and the return of both 

cards is very important. 
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Church of the Good Shepherd—A Brief History 

Part 3– The Challenges of the 1920s and the First Vicars of Rangeley  
 
 The Church of the Good Shepherd was dedicated on August 17, 1921 by Bishop Benjamin Brewster. The church 
was later consecrated on August 30, 1934, after all of the debts were paid. Thought it had a thriving Church School, it 
was challenging for Good Shepherd to find clergy in the early years. The most common pattern from the 1920s through 
the 1940s was to have a priest, often the Rector of a larger parish from the Northeast U.S., in residence in Rangeley for 
July and August. The rest of the year often had Morning or Evening Prayer led by laity, with a priest visiting at most 
once a month for Communion. In the details of that era that follow below, priests are sometimes referred to as Rev. xx, 
Fr. xx, or Mr. xx – these differing titles of address were all commonplace in the Episcopal Church of that time.  
 One of the early wardens of Good Shepherd was Henry Badger. Henry had not been particularly interested in 
the church, but he agreed to attend the dedication of the converted barn. He was greeted at the door by Rev. Howe (the 
priest from Albany who was so instrumental in summer ministry and the building of the church) who told Henry there 
was no one assigned to take up the offering. Henry collected the offering that day…and for the next 43 years! 
 During the winter of 1921-22, Bishop Brewster made several visits to the mission, each time baptizing new 
members into the church. Throughout the winter, the Church School met every Sunday morning with an average of 35 
students. On the Sunday after Easter, 1922, fifty-two persons were present for the morning service, the largest  
attendance in the morning since the church was opened, except for the summer season. That summer, services were led 
by the Rev. E.P. Hooper from Jersey City, NJ and the Rev. H.G. Gilmore, St. Barnabas, Rumford. By September, 1923, 
the church reported that 57 children and 23 adults had been baptized. In the winter of 1923-24, regular lay-reading  
services were maintained by Melvin Wanner of Philadelphia, a student at the Du Bose Training School at Monteagle, 
TN, where the winter vacation of three months enabled students to use their time for field work. DuBose was one of the 
recognized seminaries of the Episcopal Church which operated from 1921-1944 and was founded to train men for  
ordained ministry in rural areas. During that winter of 1924, under Mr. Wanner’s guidance, the Church School had an 
average attendance of over fifty.  
 In September of 1925, Bishop Brewster made arrangements with Henry Badger, by then Warden of Good  
Shepherd, for the 27 year-old Kirby Webster, a candidate for Holy Orders, to go to Rangeley. The Bishop suggested that 
Mr. Webster live in a house not belonging to any member of the congregation, so that he would be more independent 
and impartial in dealing with all of the congregants. It appears from a later letter that this was worked out for housing, 
with Mr. Webster paying $5/week for a furnished room. On January 1, 1926, Webster was ordained to the Diaconate, 
and became the first resident minister at Good Shepherd. Rev. Webster reports in March of 1926 that things are  
progressing fine. The past few weeks had seen two food drives, a baked bean supper and a party for the girls of the 
Church School, attended by forty of them. The Church School had sixty-four on the rolls and an average attendance of 
about fifty. In that March 29, 1926 letter to the Bishop, Mr. Webster indicates a desire to be placed as a curate in some 
parish where he could receive guidance and instruction from an experienced priest, or perhaps as an assistant to the 
Dean of the Cathedral in Portland. A later letter from Henry Badger to the Bishop indicates that there were differences 
of opinion between the Warden and the Priest. Rev. Webster went on to become an Assistant at the Cathedral, Curate at 
St. John’s, Waterbury, CT and Rector of Trinity Chapel, Shirley Center, Massachusetts, as well as a Chaplain of the 12th 
Armored Division during WWII.  
 By May 1926, Mr. Webster was on his way to the Cathedral, and the Rev. Austin Haubert was on his way to 
Rangeley. His wife had died that month, and he was anticipating staying in Rangeley for the summer. On May 28, 1926, 
he wrote “Surely, I am very much impressed by the beautiful scenery and the placid Rangeley Lakes. Undoubtedly I’ll 
obtain quite a lot of spiritual comfort and happiness laboring for these sincere people.” He does complain to the Bishop, 
though, about the cost of living being so extremely high here – “ For every meal I must pay at least 75 cents!” By  
September of 1926, things had soured and Mr. Badger wrote to the Bishop “I do not think he was liked by the people of 
Rangeley or either by the summer people as a whole…he was a very peculiar man. I do not think I would care to have 
him back. No one here knew he was leaving until he was gone.”  
 In spite of the frequent clergy changes, the Church School continued to grow. In the fall of 1926, they reported 
six teachers and sixty-eight scholars. The Rev. William Willans of Rumford travelled to Rangeley one Sunday each 
month to celebrate the Eucharist. It was a quite a trip – forty miles by rail or eighty by road. Mr. Willans continued his 
monthly visits to Rangeley until May of 1929.  
 In September of 1928, the Rev. Charles Findlay wrote to Bishop Brewster about Good Shepherd. Fr. Findlay 
served as Rector of St. Andrew’s Church, Albany, NY from 1923-1946, and had visited Rangeley for the month of  
August, helping out as the summer priest at the request of Mr. Badger and the Rev. Mr. Howe (a priest from Catskill, 
NY who had been a summer priest in Rangeley in 1920). He tells of encouraging them to hold a Fair, which raised about 
$450. The quandary for the congregation, though, was whether to raise money for a Rectory, or a Parish House, or  
towards a hope for a resident Rector. Fr. Findlay wrote of Henry Badger that he “was very enthusiastic, and I think, by 
all means, that he is the finest man they have; a very fine Christian and one who  

Continued Page 5 >> 



Please join us for the annual Stars ’n 

Stripes concert by Robert & Nancy 

Ludwig on  

July 2, 7 p.m. 
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Music Notes 
Our 9:30 Sunday morning service continues to be  
enhanced by the musical offerings of our choir. Their 
anthems have ranged from an African-American  
Spiritual to pieces by living American and British  
composers to a traditional Botswanan song. New choir 
members are 
always  
welcome and 
no experience 
is necessary. 
We normally 
warmup at 9 
am before the 
service and 
also have a 
brief weekly 
rehearsal  
following 
some time at 
the coffee hour 
following the 
service. A  
perfect time to “try out” singing in the choir is for the 
beautiful Christmas Eve services. The church has  
received a donation of copies of The Oxford Book of 
Flexible Carols, a collection of great choir  
arrangements of familiar and new Christmas music. 
We’ve already starting practicing, and will be singing 
at both the 4 pm and 11:30 pm Christmas Eve ser-
vices. Try out a rehearsal and join us as one or both of 
the services. 

CALENDAR: November/December 

November 4 6:00 pm Bereavement Group 

November 6 10:30 am ECW 

November 7 5:00 pm Middle School Sports Banquet 

November 11 5:00 pm High School Sports Banquet 

November 14 9:00 am Daughters of the King 

November 14 5:30 pm Vestry 

November 18 6:00 pm Bereavement Group 

November 20 10:30 am ECW 

November 24 1:00 pm Seniors’ Thanksgiving Dinner 
November 28 9:00 am Daughters of the King 

Tuesdays:  10:00 a.m. Ecumenical Food Pantry 

  7:00 p.m. AA meets in Undercroft 

Wednesdays: 9:30 Morning Prayer & Healing Litany  

  5:30 p.m. Soup & Study 

Fridays:  8:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. Thrift Shoppe 

Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. Thrift Shoppe 

Sundays:  7:30 & 9:30 a.m. Sunday Service 

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

  11:15 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

December 4 10:30 am ECW 

December 8 5:30 pm Walk to Bethlehem 

December 9 6:00 pm Bereavement Group 

December 12 9:00 am Daughters of the King 

December 12 5:30 pm Vestry 

December 13 9-2 ECW Holiday Fair 
December 13 7 pm Community Chorus Concert 
December 14 9-2 ECW Holiday Fair 
December 15 4 pm Christmas in the Air Sing-A-Long 
December 18 10:30 am ECW 

December 23 6:00 pm Bereavement Group 

December 24 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Communion Srvc. 

December 24 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Communion Srvc. 

December 25 9:30 am Christmas Communion Srvc. 

December 26 9:00 a.m. Daughters of the King 

Search Committee 

Search Committee is in the midst of doing  
video conferencing with our candidates. We do 
understand how annoying the utter secrecy is 
to all but it is ‘the process’! And we are working 
hard and need your help offering prayers for us 
and the candidates as we discern God's will for 
Good Shepherd. 

From Our Membership 

Library  
The books in our library are now organized 
alphabetically by author. A shoebox (no budg-
et) holds index cards for each book in the same 
order. There is also a printout of the list of 
books in that box which is on the wing chair. 
Please take a look at what is available for you 
to read as there are alot of interesting books. I 
especially liked the novel about Saint Paul 
(Man on Fire) as it brought the early church to 
life! 
The books on the bottom shelf are not included 
in the organization and the bibles on the win-
dow sill speak for themselves. 
 
Bunny Fazekas 



Report from the Junior Warden 
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commands the respect of all the natives in town, as well as the summer visitors.”  
 In November of 1928, a letter from Bishop Brewster to Henry Badger shows that Good Shepherd had been 
hoping to find another recent graduate or even a student from DuBose Memorial Church Training School,  
Monteagle, Tennessee. The challenges of being Bishop of Maine are highlighted in the letter, where the good Bishop 
makes plans to take the train to get to Good Shepherd, arriving on Thursday, December 6, spending Friday the 7th 
holding services, and then leaving by the  
narrow gauge in Oquossoc at 6:25 am on Saturday morning, in order to make connections with a train going up to 
Houlton.  
  A seminarian from DuBose, H. Roger Sherman, Jr., was sent by Bp. Brewster to Good Shepherd for January 
and February of 1930. His time was devoted to conducting Morning and Evening Prayer services, making home  
visits throughout the area, and especially in working with the Young People’s Fellowship. Later correspondence from 
the bishop shows that his efforts with the Y.P.F we’re not appreciated by some of the more mature members of the  
community, though. Bishop Brewster wrote “I know that you meant well in entering into their recreations, etc., but 
somehow the impression was given to many that you did not have sufficient regard for the dignity of your position as 
a leader of the religious services.” Mr. Sherman was not invited back for a second winter’s stay in Rangeley. 
 The list of clergy who served Good Shepherd in the 1920s and 30s also includes Aubrey Gilmore, John E. 
Bailey, Edgar L. Tiffany, Howard Hussinger, George Bell, and Llewellyn Diplock. In the summers of 1934 and 1935 
the Rev. James Leslie Hayes was here for July and August services. Prior to Bp. Brewster’s visit for the August 30, 
1934 Consecration of Good Shepherd, Mrs. Elise Brackett wrote to the bishop asking if he could meet privately with 
a group of church members. She states that “Mr. Hayes is the best loved summer rector we have ever had and we feel 
that perhaps the time has come when we can have what we have needed for so long, a permanent rector. We would 
like to have Mr. Hayes, so we are asking for your advice.”  
 The story will continue in the next issue as we move into the 1940s and 50s with long vacancies, until the 
arrival of Daniel Kilmer Sullivan on January 17, 1956.  

<< Continued from Page 3 

Bishop Benjamin Brewster, Fourth Bishop of Maine 

The Rev. James Leslie Hayes,  
a popular summer priest at Good Shepherd 
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SERVICE SCHEDULE 

SUNDAYS:  7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Services 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

WEDNESDAYS:   9:30 a.m.Morning Prayer & Healing Litany 

The church is open daily for personal meditation and prayer. 
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“Like us” on Facebook: Good Shepherd Church Rangeley Maine 

to receive our verse of the day and other posts! 

 


