
Welcome to Shearings for 2019! There have 
been many events and changes at Church of the 
Good Shepherd since the last issue in July of 
2018. At our recent Annual Meeting, Brittany 
Wetherill expressed it well when she said –  
 

As we continue to search for a new 
leader for our community and work to 
improve both our financial stability 
and our actual buildings, I think it is 
important to remember what growth 
this season of change has brought. We 
are striving to do more, each of us, 
individually, for our community. We 
are realizing, bit by bit, what we can 
handle by ourselves without a priest. 
We are being creative in our efforts to 
gather more funds. We are coming up 
with solid plans to improve our  
building instead of putting it off for 
later as we have in the past. We are 
growing, slowly, into a stronger and 
more stable community. I pray that 
this sense of strength and  
determination does not fade when we 
finally find the priest we have been 
praying for and that new leadership 
simply takes our season of growth to a 
new level. I think we are only in the 
place we are because we are on our 
own, without a priest, without, at the 
moment, even a Deacon. We needed to 
know what we could be on our own. 
And I think, what we are, is pretty 
amazing. We deserve an amazing  
leader. We will get through this  
together, and find someone we deserve 
because we are strong and getting 
stronger. I think it's important we  
remember that. 
 

Our biggest change has been that, after two 
years of serving as Priest-in-Charge, in  
November the Rev. Jennifer Reece moved on 
and is now interim priest at Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Houlton, Maine. We’ve been 
blessed by having a guest priest on several  
Sundays, and we thank Canon Michael Ambler, 
Amelia Hagen and Pamela Brouker for sharing 
their ministry with us. It was especially a  
blessing to have Deacon Ben Wetherill (on leave 
from Good Shepherd all year while he’s in  
Arizona) home for a few days and able to lead 
worship on the Sunday after Christmas.  
 

On a number of Sundays we’ve gotten to know 
the Book of Common Prayer better and shared 

Morning Prayer together with readings,  
prayers, hymns, canticles, and sermons of  
Barbara Brown Taylor read by Joanne Dunlap. 
Taylor, an Episcopal priest and professor,  
describes herself as a “Writer, Speaker, and 
Spiritual Contrarian.” 
 

The most important request we have for you 
with this mailing is to ask you to complete our 
Good Shepherd Census. It won’t take more 
than a few minutes of your time, but it is  
essential that we have accurate information on 
all of our members and friends. We had to  
cancel Sunday services recently because of a 
major storm, and we had several people  
scrambling to figure out who regularly attends 
which service and get current phone numbers 
for everyone. In order to save on postal  
expenses, we also want to be certain we’re  
using email for as many people as possible. 
But…it’s more important for us to actually be 
in touch with you so, if you prefer postal mail, 
please let us know. We want a separate census 
for each individual and we’re especially eager 
to get better information about our seasonal 
members and friends. If you’re receiving 
Shearings' via email, you can click on this link 
CENSUS to take you to it. If you’re getting 
Shearings' in postal mail you can either fill out 
the enclosed census or go to the church web 
site (goodshepherdrangeley.org) and click on 
the census link, or go to our Facebook page 
(Good Shepherd Church Rangeley Maine), or 
pick up a copy at the Welcome Table in the 
church narthex.  
 

We’re planning on having issues of Shearings 
every three months with each issue having 
reports from the vestry and our upcoming  
calendar. Of course, we welcome submissions 
of news (especially pictures!) from our various 
groups, and we hope to have a profile on a  
different church member in each issue. The 
first efforts to establish an Episcopal church in 
Rangeley began in 1919 with the first church 
building being dedicated in 1921, so we’re  
beginning a three-year celebration of our  
centennial right now. There will be an article in 
each issue about the history of our church. If 
you spot any errors or have interesting  
historical photos, programs, articles, or stories, 
please be in touch with Robert Ludwig.  
 

Our next issue will have a deadline of June 1, 

and materials may be sent to  

goodshepherdme@myfairpoint.net or given to 

Ethna Thompson at the church office.   
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“I’m an Episcopal, 

which is Catholic 

Lite.  

It’s like same religion, 

half the guilt” 

 

-Robin Williams 
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Last year brought many changes and this year 
promises to bring more change.  Within a few 
months we will have a new bishop and Bishop 
Stephen Lane will retire.  If this weren’t 
enough to work through we are beginning the 
challenge of finding a new priest.  I am very 
conscious of my absence from Rangeley at 
this time and I wish I could be there with you 
but I also believe that God brought me to  
Arizona for a purpose and day-by-day I am 
seeking His revelations.  I am using this time 
to explore being a minister and a leader in a 
different location and context.  I am being 
reminded daily that God has blessed me  
richly but I still have much to learn.  I look  
forward to sharing my experiences with when 
I come home in October. 
 

2018 was a good year for ministry even 
amidst transitions.  Anticipating retirement I 
stepped down from my position as the Sector 
Chaplain for Houlton Border Patrol Sector 
even as I continued my chaplaincy with the 
Border Patrol and became a volunteer  
chaplain for the Secret Service.  Here at Good 
Shepherd was very involved as your deacon 
preaching nearly twenty times while  
participating in four funerals and the high 
school baccalaureate as well as many other 
services.  I had the opportunity to assist  
people in our community to include a  
homeless man passing through Rangeley and 
a local girl who traveled to the Dominican 
Republic to minister to teenage girls.  I also 
represented you as I participated in the RFA 
presentation of Annie striving to be a center 
of peace amidst the chaos of a production 

schedule. 
 

The end of spring and the beginning of  
summer brought a major change as I  
accepted an offer to serve as a Supervisory 
Border Patrol Agent in Douglas, Arizona.  
After much prayer I had felt God’s hand in 
this promotion and I made the decision to go 
to Arizona for a year.  In September I will 
retire from the Border Patrol after 31 years of 
service.  This time has served to help me  
transition from government service on a high 
note while also giving me a fresh perspective 
as I make that transition.  I am challenging 
myself in pretty much every aspect of my life 
serving as a supervisor, serving in a new 
church, attending a new Jiu-jitsu dojo with a 
Brazilian instructor and seeking to learn as 
much as I can while I am here.  None of that 
is easy but I hope it will make me a better 
husband, father, leader, minister, and  
disciple.   
 

Please know that you are in my prayers and 
that my heart is with you as we move forward 
as a church.  It is my prayer that you will re-
member all the ways that you have been 
blessed as a church and that in light of all that 
you will seek out a priest that will be faithful 
to your gifts while also challenging you to 
something more.  I look forward to coming 
home and being part of the changes coming 
even while we celebrate all that we have been.  
May God bless us all in the interim until we 
are together again. 
            
 ~God bless, Deacon Ben 

From the Deacon’s Corner 
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Some Highlights of the Past Six Months at Good Shepherd 

 Continued great work from the Thrift Shoppe and ECW 

 A Visitation from Bp. Stephen Lane 

 A Community Interdenominational Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the WWI Armistice 

 Great community meals – Senior Thanksgiving meal and Bean Suppah 

 70 people attending the Christmas Eve service 

 The annual Walk to Bethlehem 

 A fun Christmas Carol Sing 

 Wednesday Soup and Bible Study 

 Daughters of the King 
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Church of the Good Shepherd—A Brief History 

Part 1 – The First Stirrings of an Episcopal Church in Rangeley 
 
The Church of the Good Shepherd in Rangeley, Maine stands proudly on the west end of Main Street, with a beautiful 
view over the lake. For the past 100 years Good Shepherd has been a spiritual home for many residents and visitors of 
the region, as well as being a gathering place for countless community events. Historically isolated because of more than 
100 lakes and ponds, challenging mountains, limited roads and thick forests, the area also has a fascinating history of 
both logging and tourism. This series of articles is the story of how the Episcopal church grew and flourished in this  
special community and region.  
 
During the early years of the settlement of this area, Squire James Rangeley, Jr., who owned 30,000 acres, and his  
family lived on a portion of his land overlooking what is now known as Rangeley Lake. Between their arrival in 1825 and 
eventually moving to another tract of land they also owned in Virginia, they built a large manor house of 12 rooms. 
Squire Rangeley also paid for the construction of the region’s first dam at the outlet of Rangeley Lake (known at the 
time as Oquossoc Lake). This dam powered a saw mill and a grist mill on the site, which was a great benefit to the  
region and the settlers who had previously built homesteads on his land. He also financed several local roads, including 
the carriage road to Phillips. Because of his investment in the region’s infrastructure and kindness towards the settlers 
that preceded him, Harper’s New Monthly Magazine in 1877 recounts that “Mr. Rangeley had been followed into his 
forest paradise by a score or two of families, one after the other, and for their accommodation he built a small church or 
chapel, which, distinguished by its simple coat of red paint, has probably been preached in by some of the ‘ruling elders’ 
of the present time. It is in the record that the worthy English squire did not himself attend the services in this secluded 
house of prayer, but caused worship therein to be held after the manner of the Episcopal Church, for the sake of his 
wife, who is spoken of as a most kindly and benevolent person.” It may be that James’ wife, Mary Newbould Rangeley 
(native of Sheffield, England), was inclined towards Anglican or Episcopal devotions, but we also know that in 1828 the 
First Baptist Church was the first church organized in the settlement.  
 
Maine was a part of Massachusetts, both as a state and as a diocese, until 1820. The first Bishop of Maine, George  
Burgess, was consecrated in 1847. The second bishop, Henry Adams Neely served from 1867-1899 and made at least 
one trip to Rangeley. By the time of his trip, Rangeley had become renowned as a tourist destination, with wealthy  
families from Boston, New York City and Philadelphia spending considerable time there during the temperate months. 
The Rangeley Lakes newspaper, Vol 1, No. 5 from June 27, 1895 tells us that Bishop Neely “held an Episcopalian service 
in the Parlor of the Rangeley Lake House on Sunday evening.” The Rangeley Lake House, the largest of the grand 
Rangeley hotels of that era, could accommodate more than 300 guests. The bishop from 1900-1915 was the Rt. Rev. 
Robert Codman, who grew up in the famous high-church setting of Church of the Advent, Brimmer St, Boston. An  
unconfirmed story (but one hopes it is true) is that the bishop was concerned about the northwest corner of the  
diocese, which had no Episcopal clergy nor church at that time. He travelled there with horse and buggy to visit the  
villages and asked at every house about church people. At one farm he was only able to meet the grandmother, the rest 
of the family being out working when he visited. He asked “Have you ever heard of any Episcopalians around here?” She 
replied no, but as he was getting back into his carriage she called him back, and said – “You know, I have been thinking 
…the other day some of the boys were out in the woods and they shot something…they don’t know what it is…it’s out 
behind the barn. You can look at that if you want to.”  
 
In spite of Bishops Neel’s and Codman’s good efforts, the Episcopal Church in Rangeley didn’t really begin to take off 
until January of 1919 when Margaret Oliver Soule (wife of guide Eugene Soule) and Della Lydic (wife of S.R. & R.L.R.R. 
station agent George Lydic) and a group of year-round and summer residents wrote to the Rt. Rev. Benjamin Brewster, 
then Bishop of Maine, expressing the need for an Episcopal church presence in the region.  With the bishop’s advice, a 
church school was opened at Mrs. Soule’s home, with seven students coming to the first session. From February 
through April of 1919 a study class was held in Mrs. Soule’s home with thirteen attending, and an Episcopal Guild was 
formed on May 4, 1919. Margaret Oliver Soule, one of the first “saints” of Church of the Good Shepherd, was 51 in 1919 
and Ella Lydic was 34. Mrs. Soule was a native of Nova Scotia and moved back there in 1935, after her husband’s death 
in 1926. Mrs. Lydic (listed in some places as Ella Lydick) was an English-speaking native of Quebec.  
 
The next Shearings will have Part 2 – Episcopal church services in Rangeley in the summer of 1919 and financing a 
church  
building.  



Please join us for the annual Stars ’n 

Stripes concert by Robert & Nancy 

Ludwig on  

July 2, 7 p.m. 

March 14 10 a.m.—2 p.m. HELP Senior Social 

March 14 9:00 a.m. Daughters of the King 

March 14 5:30 p.m.   Vestry 

March 16 5 p.m. Baked Bean Suppah 

March 21  10 a.m.—2 p.m. HELP Senior Social 

March 21 6:30 p.m. Discernment Search Committee 

March 28 10 a.m.—2 p.m. HELP  Senior Social 

March 28 9:00 a.m. Daughters of the King 

April 11  9:00 a.m. Daughters of the King 

April 11  5:30 p.m. Vestry 

April 18  MAUNDY THURSDAY 

April 19  GOOD FRIDAY 

April 21  EASTER 

April 25  9:00 a.m. Daughters of the King 
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May 9 9:00 a.m. Daughters of the King 

May 9 5:30 p.m. Vestry 

May 12 MOTHER’S DAY 

May 23 9:00 a.m. Daughters of the King 

May 25 4:00 p.m. Oquossoc ATV Club Meet & Greet 

May 27 MEMORIAL DAY 

CALENDAR: March/April/May 
Tuesdays:  10:00 a.m. Ecumenical Food Pantry 

  7:00 p.m. AA meets in Undercroft 

Wednesdays: 9:30 Morning Prayer & Healing Litany  

  10:30 a.m. ECW Meeting 

  5:30 p.m. Soup & Study 

Fridays:  8:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. Thrift Shoppe 

Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. Thrift Shoppe 

Sundays:  7:30 & 9:30 a.m. Sunday Service 

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

  11:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Holy Week at Good Shepherd 
 

Palm Sunday, April 14 
7:30 and 9:30 am - Morning Prayer with 

Palm Procession, Dramatic Reading of St. Luke Passion, Stripping of the Altar 
 

Wednesday in Holy Week, April 17 
9:30 am - Morning Prayer and Healing Litany 

 
Good Friday, April 19 

12:00 - Liturgy of the Day with St. John Passion 
1:00-3:00 - Church open for Silent Prayer 

5:45 - The Way of the Cross - a 45 minute service following the journey of Christ to Calvary 
 

Easter Day, April 21 
7:30 and 9:30 am - Festive Eucharist 
The Rev. Pamela Brouker, Celebrant  

2019 Spring Training: Diocesan Workshop Day  
on Saturday April 27 

Lenten Quiet Days offered in Maine 
 

Two Lenten Quiet Days ~ March 16 & April 6 ~ Waterville 
 

Silence and Slow Time: A Quiet Day in Lent ~ March 23 ~ 
Falmouth 

 
Lenten Quiet Day ~  March 27  ~ Norway 

Childhood Bereavement Conference  
March 22  

Maine Council of Churches  
2019 Faith Based Advocacy Days  

March 25 & 26 
in Augusta  

Wednesday night Soup/Study will resume March 13 at 5:30 PM 
with another 50-Day Bible Challenge. We completed a study of 

Luke’s Gospel on February 20 and will now delve into the Acts of 
the Apostles, the second part of Luke. Please join us for a simple 

supper followed by informal discussion of Holy Scripture. 

Soup & Study 



Report from the Junior Warden 
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Sunday School 

There remains a single child involved in study, Anna Rose Ross, she is currently working with 
Nancy Ludwig on her conferment. This is something Nancy offered to do in place of the usual 

Sunday lessons. Seems to be going well.  

On February 9, 2019, 261 delegates from all over Maine 
gathered at the Cross Center in Bangor, tasked with  
electing the 10th Bishop of the Diocese of Maine. The Rev. 
Thomas Brown was elected by a majority of both lay and 
clergy votes on the third ballot and was contacted via 
Zoom. Bishop-Elect Brown responded by expressing 
thanks to and compassion for delegates disappointed at not  
having elected their first choice and to the unelected  
candidates. He was visibly joy-filled and excited at the  
prospect of shepherding the Diocese of Maine. It was a 
thrilling experience to be a part of; thank you for allowing 
us to represent you.  
– Nancy, Pam 

Election of our Bishop 

Diaconal Discernment 

My discernment process is completed. The Committee reported to the Vestry and the Vestry has 
nominated me for Postulancy to the Diaconate. I am hard at work with my application and hope for 
a meeting with the Bishop and Commission on Ministry sometime in the spring. Many thanks to all 
involved, especially to  members of the Discernment Committee. – Nancy Ludwig 



 

 

Church of the Good Shepherd 

2614 Main Street 

P.O. Box 156 

Rangeley, Maine 04970 

 

207-864-3381 

 

Email:  

goodshepherdme@myfairpoint.net 

 

Facebook: 

Good Shepherd Church Rangeley Maine 

 

Website: 

www.goodshepherdrangeley.org 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE SCHEDULE 

SUNDAYS:  7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

WEDNESDAYS:   9:30 a.m.Morning Prayer & Healing Litany 

The church is open daily for personal meditation and prayer. 
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“Like us” on Facebook: Good Shepherd Church Rangeley Maine 

to receive our verse of the day and other posts! 

Home  
communion is 

available.  
 

Please call the 
Parish Office 

864-3381 
to request this 

sacrament. 
 

 

 
 


