
“This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow!” This is one of my favorite 

hymns for this time of year. For one thing, it reminds us that Easter is not just 

one day,  one glad morning of remembering and recounting the Resurrection 

of Jesus from the dead, but is a continuing event. Easter-tide is that season  

between Holy Week and Pentecost when we read in church the stories of how 

Jesus appeared  to his friends and disciples in his resurrected body,  

bringing them peace, forgiveness, and a new direction. But it is also the  

season when we can realize that we who “have not seen, but yet believe” are 

like those first disciples given hope, courage, and a new life by the risen 

Christ. And that this life is not for a day, or for a season, but forever. 

 

So indeed, a joyful season! For us at the Church of the Good Shepherd in 

Rangeley, it also continues to be a season of transition. We have  

welcomed a new Treasurer (Barbara Burgess) and new Junior Warden (Russell 

House), a new Parish Administrative Assistant (Ethna Thompson) and are  

preparing to welcome a new Director of Music (Robert Ludwig). Transitions are  

inevitable bumpy, but the growth and change they bring can be sources of  

lasting joy.  

 

In the last few months we have been working hard at getting our financial 

house in order.  We were successful in our bid to secure a Diocesan “Strategic 

Mission Grant” for 2018, and we will soon be applying for the same in 2019.  

This grant means that the Diocese is convinced that our church is worth  

supporting because we are strategically placed as the only Episcopal parish in 

a wide area ( at least 45 minutes drive to the nearest Episcopal church), and 

that we are a vibrant congregation, providing a true witness to the Risen 

Christ in our corner of Maine. 

 

It's great to have this pledge of support from our Diocese.  Let's be sure to 

live up to the faith they put in us. Let us continue to be joyful witnesses of our 

Lord.  Not only to the community outside the church but to each other in the 

church. If we greet each other always with complaints, with criticism, with 

pointing out what is not right, what are we doing? We are bearing witness not 

to the love and peace and the new life of Jesus, but to our own selves. We are 

saying that WE know what is right and what is wrong, and YOU are not  

measuring up to it. We are all so quick to judge. So often, we do not “make 

haste to be kind”.  If we do not witness to Jesus among ourselves, how are we 

to tell others about his love and new life? 

 

But if we are kind, if our words build people up instead of tear them down, if 

we point out what is good, what is working, what is going well,  what is  

hopeful, we bear witness to the God of Love and to the true life of Jesus 

Christ, to each other, and to our whole community.  Let's do that. Let's  really 

love one another, and be joyful. Jesus is Risen! Alleluia!    
 
With love, your priest-in-charge, Jenny + 

A Word from “The Vicar of Rangeley” 

 

“Greater love 

hath no man than 

to attend the 

Episcopal Church 

with his wife.” 

Lyndon B. 

Johnson 
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2017 was a difficult year and so far 

2018 is shaping up to be difficult 

also.  It becomes more and more 

evident that we do not have the  

answers.  We certainly do not have 

the power to make our world safer 

or less complicated.  And that is 

what all the readings from the  

lectionary this Lent continue to tell 

us.  Only God has the answers and 

only God can change the world.  We 

want to think that we can send  

diplomats out to solve the world’s 

problems.  Or we can create more 

laws that will keep our children 

safe.  Or we can hire more law  

enforcement officers or build bigger 

walls.  None of these are  

necessarily bad ideas unless we put 

all of trust in them.  Unless we  

allow these processes and agencies 

to become our God.  
 
Recently I overheard believers  

being chastised for suggesting that 

praying about the school shooting 

issue was an answer.  The  

chastisers berated Christians for 

suggesting we should pray more; 

that praying was a lack of action, 

that it was inaction. When we hear 

that scoffing we need to pray that 

much more, to put that much more 

trust in God.  “ For the foolishness 

of God is wiser than men.” We 

should continue to seek out  

solutions to the world’s problems 

but only after we have sought out 

God in prayer.  God is calling us to 

recognize our weakness and turn to 

Him for salvation.  May we look up 

and past the cross and realize the 

goodness and power of God to bring 

about change in this world. Only 

then will we realize the security we 

seek.  
          ~God bless, Deacon Ben 

From the Deacon’s Corner 
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Junior Warden’s Report 

A quick view of the “ins and outs” as I take a look around the buildings and grounds… 

 

There has been discussion and consideration for a new computer in the parish office. The current 

system is limping by and functioning with out of date, windows version 7 to be specific, software. 

 

A neighboring congregant, Derek Wendelken, graciously looked over our sound system and I  

expect he will get back to me with some suggestions on how we may improve upon our ability to 

deliver the weekly sermons in a clear audible manner. I myself will be looking into a lapel  

microphone for Rev. Jenny so we may hear her better during communion, as has been voiced an 

area of concern by attendees. 

 

We will be determining size, written language and design for a dedication plaque for the newly 

named Louis Doak Memorial Chapel, as voted on by the Vestry. There will be a formal service of 

dedication in October. 

 

The old wood behind the altar is marked for removal and improvement. I think it’s time we revisit 

the annual “Church Spring Cleaning” event, date and time to be determined and announced. 

 
continued on page 3>>> 

 

In Memoriam: 

Ardine “Tiny” Coillins 

Beverly Hill 
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Three members met this past Wednesday (Feb 28) to send cards off to Good Shepherd members 

and friends, to pay the Bills and another outreach to Wounded Warriors (that was missed in 

Dec).  We tabled discussion of plans for a ECW summer event until the rest of our members meet 

March 7.   
 

The new Thrift Shop hours on Friday and Saturday seem to be positive with shoppers.  Our setup 

and put away volunteers appreciate doing the same once instead of twice.  The other change to sell 

seasonal items all year round will take longer to realize the positive.  We have two outlets (another 

possible) who will accept the overflow of donations and items that seem to hang around and not 

sell.  We hope these changes will eliminate carrying storage up and down two flights of narrow 

stairs and reduce totes of donations lying around in view during the week.  We have already  

reduced the amount in the Library. 
 

It is time for us to select another student to receive the $1000.00 Louise Doak Memorial  

Scholarship Award.   

Thank you again to our small but devoted and productive members and friends who keep us going. 
 

~Ivy Berry, President/Director 

ECW Report  

I am currently in discussion with a company regarding efficiency, 

cost and warranty of a product called “IT Tile” for the undercroft 

floor. It is a 100% recycled tile system that offers sound  

deadening technology and a 30% absorption rate to lessen the 

impact of being on your feet for extended periods of time.  

Additionally, because it is a loose laid system in the event of  

damage or excessive wear individual tiles can be lifted and  

replaced significantly extending the life of the floor and reducing 

life term cost. 

 

The outside of our fine structure could use some attention in a 

few areas.  The front door is in need of weather stripping, the 

eves on the rear of the building could use a little paint and the 

letters on the church will be getting their new coat of gold this 

spring. I am currently researching the maintenance schedule and 

records for the windmill so we can address anything that may 

have slipped through the cracks as far as its upkeep is concerned. 

 

If you see something that needs attention, please let them know 

in the parish office or reach out to me whenever you see me.  
 
~Russell House, Jr. Warden 

Junior Warden continued from page 2: It’s a Baked Bean Thing! 

The baked bean suppahs have 

been revived and so far well  

received and attended. The first 

one was held on March 10. Our 

goal was to turn a profit without 

incurring house account  

expenses, GOAL achieved. All in 

attendance had a good time and 

left with a full belly. Dinnah  

number two is slated for April 

21st. Hope to see you there. 

Thanks to all who pitched in with 

help or food, much appreciated! 

 

        ~Blessings                 

   Heidi 

 

Thank you to ALL who donated to 

Easter Memorials & Thanksgiving Offerings 

 
George Appell, Harry & Zelda Clark, Rick Clark, Rudolph Davis, Joanne Dunlap, Bunny 

Fazekas, Phillip Freeman, Ray & Shirley Heaton, George & Shirley Herbert, Jeanette 

Martin, Rev. Jenny Reece, The Russell Family & Marcia White 

x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/301


Please join us for the annual Stars ’n 

Stripes concert by Robert & Nancy 

Ludwig on  

July 2, 7 p.m. 

April 19  Rev. Jenny at Fresh Start  
April 20  6:00 p.m. Community Choir Rehearsal 

April 21  5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Baked Bean Suppah 

April 22  7:30, 9:30 a.m. 4th Sunday of Easter 

  Rev. Tim Walmer, guest priest 

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

April 23  6:00 p.m. Community Choir Rehearsal 

April 25  9:30 a.m. Morning prayer, no soup study 

April 27  6:00 p.m. Community Choir Rehearsal 

April 28  All Day Spring Training, Diocese  

  gathering at Augusta 

April 29  7:30, 9:30 a.m. 5th Sunday of Easter 

  Deacon Ben preaching, Rev. Jenny  

  presiding 

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

April 30  6:00 p.m. Community Choir Rehearsal 
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May 2  9:30 a.m. Healing Eucharist (Apostles) 

  5:30 p.m. Soup & Study  

May 4  6:00 p.m. Community Choir Rehearsal 

May 5  Rev. Jenny Birthday 

May 6  7:30, 9:30 a.m. 6th Sunday of Easter 

  Rev. Jenny 

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

May 7  6:00 p.m. Community Chorus Rehearsal 

May 9  9:30 a.m. Healing Eucharist  

  5:30 p.m. Soup & Study  
May 10  5:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting  

May 12  2:00 p.m. Ardine “Tiny” Collins 

  Memorial Service 

May 13  7:30, 9:30 a.m. 7th Sunday of Easter 

  Rev. Jenny 

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

May 20  The Day of Pentecost! 

May 21—June 3 Rev. Jenny on vacation 

May 27  7:30, 9:30 a.m. Trinity Sunday 

  Rev. Jenny 

  9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

 

 

Note : Next issue of SHEARINGS coming out before  

           Pentecost, submission deadline Sunday, May 13. 

CALENDAR: April/May 
Tuesdays:  6:30 p.m. AA meets in Undercroft 

  10:30 a.m.—12 noon Ecumenical Food  

        Pantry 

Wednesdays: 9:30 Healing Service with Eucharist  

  10:30 a.m.—12 noon ECW Meeting 

  5:30 p.m. Soup/Study  

Fridays:  8:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. Thrift Shoppe 

Saturdays: 8:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. Thrift Shoppe 

Notes from the Vestry 

Some things the Vestry is working on at the  

moment: 

 Rick Smith has been appointed to fill the place 

on the Vestry by Russell House (now Junior 

Warden). Rick will be serving on a temporary 

basis until the August Parish Meeting, when he 

may agree to be nominated to continue in this 

role. 

 A “finance committee”  that has been meeting 

unofficially may receive its official status at 

the May Vestry meeting once the proposed 

description of its duties is discussed. 

 A long term financial planning and stewardship 

committee is being formed and will meet   

several times between now and August with 

the goal of presenting an initial plan for the      

financial development of our parish resources 

by the August Parish  

      Meeting, 

 If anyone is interested in serving on either of 

these two bodies, please speak to the Senior 

Warden or to Rev. Jenny. Proposed            

descriptions of both committees are available. 

 The Vestry is reviewing the Facilities Use   

procedures for both outside and church 

groups. One aspect of      

It’s been kinda quiet here. Still  

working on our verses. The last  

couple of Sunday’s we have had a 

young visitor, two and half month old 

Oaklee, grand-daughter of David and 

Lisa Durrell. There are a couple of  

science experiments coming up using 

eggs! WOW! Hopefully Spring will pop 

out soon. 

   ~Blessings 

        Heidi 

continued on page 5 >>> 

Sunday School 

Funeral Receptions 
Thankfully it’s been kinda quiet here. 

To answer the swirling questions—yes 

our Church is doing Funeral and other 

receptions. I use the term “Our 

Church” because not just the women 

are pitching in to help and do. Thanks 

to all. May we see the green green 

grass of home soon. Spring, I’m  

talking about Spring! 

   ~Blessings 

        Heidi 



Report from the Junior Warden 
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Music Plans for Church of the Good  Shepherd  

Nancy and I have yearned for many years to be full-time residents of Rangeley and that desire 

becomes a reality in June of 2018. I'm delighted that Church of the Good Shepherd has ap-

pointed me Director of Music, and I look forward to the revival of a choir program at the church 

as well as a variety of other musical offerings. Whether or not you see yourself as a future choir 

member or not, I hope that you’ll take the time to fill out a survey about hopes and plans for 

music at Good Shepherd. There will soon be a link on the church’s web site for you to fill it out 

online, or you can pick up a paper hard copy of it at the church, or the church office will be 

happy to mail you a paper survey. Some of the information I’m eager to assemble –  

 Are you interested in singing in a choir on Sundays 

 When might be a good time for rehearsals 

 Seasonal resident or year-round availability 

 Do you play an instrument or read music 

 What are some of your favorite hymns 

We want to have a choir to help lead our worship, but we also want an enthusiastic singing 

congregation, so please don’t think the survey is just for choir geeks!  

 

I hope that another part of our Good Shepherd music program will be an educational one. I’ve 

spent my professional life as a teacher, and it’s hard to give it up. I propose having occasional 

presentations that might include –  

 Hymn sings exploring the variety of music available to us for the congregation 

 Talks/teaching sessions/discussions about subject like: How to Read Music, The History 

of Christmas Carols, Handel’s Messiah, The History of Church Music, Music through the 

Eyes of Faith, Our Anglican/Episcopal Heritage of Music, etc. 

 Saturday Choir Schools for Children 

 

I hope you’ll be an eager participant in our musical life at Good Shepherd. In a paraphrase of 

the words of St. Augustine – “To Sing is to Pray Twice.” Please look for the survey soon and I’ll 

see you in church when I begin on Sunday, June 24. 

        ~Director of Music Robert Ludwig 

facilities use is our desire to provide for all people a healthful environment, including both 

cleanliness and the control and elimination of toxins. Please note that the posting and re-

moval of any signs around the church is under the direction of the Vestry and Wardens. 

 Landscaping, grounds clean up, and a possible vegetable or kitchen garden are on the 

agenda for the May meeting. 

 Congregation members are welcome to attend any meeting of the Vestry. The regular 

number one item on our agenda, after prayer,  is Congregational Concerns and Questions. 

Please come with yours!  

The next Vestry meeting is on Thursday, May 10, at 5:30 p.m. in the Undercroft.  

Notes from the Vestry continued from page 4 
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SERVICE SCHEDULE 

SUNDAYS:  7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

WEDNESDAYS:   9:30 a.m. Healing Service and Holy Eucharist 

The church is open daily for personal meditation and prayer. 
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“Like us” on Facebook: Good Shepherd Church Rangeley Maine 

to receive our verse of the day and other posts! 


